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Plutomurus unidentatus 

3/30/0Arrhopalites caecus (Tullberg, 1871) 
3/52/2Arrhopalites bifidus Stach, 1945

22/3313/13Arrhopalites pygmaeus (Wankel, 1860)Arrhopalitidae
3/51/1Neelus murinus Folsom, 1896Neelidae
1/13/4Gisinea delhezi Massoud, 1965Neanuridae
1/22/2Plutomurus unidentatus (Börner, 1901)Tomoceridae
0/02/4Pseudosinella vandeli Denis, 1923Entomobryidae

4/119/12Deharvengiurus severini (Willem, 1902)Onychiuridae
11/306/11Schaefferia willemi (Bonet, 1930)Hypogastruridae
≥ 1998< 1998Genus and speciesFamilies

Comparison of mainly  troglobitic Collembola species found before and 
after 1998. Data are number of caves / number of occurences

Recent surveys, undertaken by  the “Club de Recherches Spéléoligique Ourthe-Amblève” 
(CRSOA) and "Les Chercheurs de la Wallonie", between 1998 and 2002, in 42 natural and 
artificial subterraneous caves in Wallonie, Belgium, revealed 56 species of Collembola. In 
2005, three non-troglobitic species are recorded for the first time for the Belgian Collembola 
fauna: Mucrosomia garretti  (Bagnall, 1939), Isotomurus plumosus  Bagnall, 1940, and 
Entomobryoides purpurascens  (Packard, 1872). The onychiurid Deharvengiurus severini
(Willem, 1902), endemic to Belgian caves, and the troglophyl tomocerid Plutomurus 
unidentatus (Börner, 1901) have been confirmed. On the contrary, the cave neanurid Gisinea 
delhezi  Massoud, 1965 and the entomobryid Pseudosinella vandeli  Denis, 1923 were not 
found. Recently (2005), the troglobitic hypogastrurid Acherontiella cassagnaui Thibaud, 1967, 
a fourth species new to the Belgian fauna was found in Lanaye (to be published).
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Oncopodura sp. nov.

One species of Oncopodura, new to science, close to Oncopodura 
egerszoegensis Loksa, 1961, is to be described. 

Michel Dethier. Cave Fayt.

Collembola specimens are 
collected using a mouth 
operated exhauster.

Cave photographs by A. Dubois, L. Willems and D. Lavend'homme. Collembola photographs by F. Janssens.

Progress in the knowledge of  the cave Collembola 
from Belgium. Recent cave explorations doubled the 
number of species known.
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